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BRUSSELS  The European Commission has proposed dropping a ban on South African citrus imports
to keep orange juice on Europe's breakfast tables this summer but said it could be reimposed
ifshipments contain a fungal disease.
The European Union, which buys 1 billion euros ($1.4 billion) of South African citrus exports every year,
banned mainly oranges, lemons, and tangerines from South Africa late last year because of a fungal
disease found in shipments.
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But in a document obtained by Reuters, the Commission, which coordinates trade policy for the 28
member bloc, says a ban is not necessary. It recommends considering blocking the fruit only if the
black spot disease is found in five different shipments from South Africa during the 2014 season.
The document said proper checks and tracking of fruit origin were enough to allow citrus into the EU.
"The specified fruits shall be visually inspected by the responsible official body at the point of entry," it
said.
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EU governments will vote on Wednesday whether to extend the ban, which would block 600 000 tonnes
of citrus fruit for the MayOctober season, potentially inflating the price of orange juice in Europe this
summer and forcing South Africa to sell at lower prices elsewhere.
South Africa supplies about a third of the European Union's total citrus imports and is the main source
of oranges for the juice drunk by consumers in Britain, Germany and France during Europe's summer.
Last year's ban followed the interception of 35 citrus shipments from South Africa that were
contaminated with the fungal black spot disease, which growers in southern Europe fear could take hold
in their citrus groves.
While harmless to humans, citrus black spot causes unsightly lesions on the fruit and leaves, reducing
both harvest quality and quantity. There is no known cure, but fungicides can be used to control the
spread of the disease.
'End of an industry'
The dispute comes at a sensitive time because the European Union is offering to improve the terms of
its freetrade deal with South Africa in return for Pretoria's support for the trade deals that Europe is
seeking with subSaharan Africa.
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EU trade chief Karel De Gucht told South African officials during a visit to Johannesburg in November
that the contaminated shipments were "serious and problematic".
South African growers say banning their citrus produce from all the European Union's countries is unfair
because there are no citrus groves in northern Europe due to the colder climate, meaning there was no
risk from the black spot fungal disease in places such as Britain and Germany.
"It's what we'd term an industryending event should we be banned out of Europe," Justin Chadwick,
head of the Citrus Grower's Association of Southern Africa, told South African media earlier this year.
The EU's ban last year was largely symbolic because it came at the end of South Africa's season. But
theEuropean Union's food safety watchdog said in February there was a risk of the fungal disease
taking hold inEurope's estimated 500,000 hectares of citrus groves.
EU farm union CopaCogeca wrote to EU Health Commissioner Tonio Borg this month to call for an
immediate ban from any South African farms found to be contaminated with the black spot disease.
Citrusproducing Spain, Italy and Greece support such a measure but face resistance from northern
European nations.
"We want measures for 2014," the group's head Pekka Pesonen said. "We faced a very high risk of
contamination last season and we cannot repeat it this year."
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